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The Life and Adventures 
of Osa & Martin .Johnson 

.Jacquelyn Borgeson 

18 May 2004 

H e was brave, daring, sincere, and epitomized American 
values of hard work and resourcefulness. He was a 
master filpimaker who pioneered wildlife cinema-

tography in some of the most untamed regions of Africa, 
Borneo and the South Pacific Islands. He was also a showman 
who knew how to fill theatres and movie houses with audiences 
eager to see films of his latest adventures. 

She was beautiful, photogenic, charming, a crack shot, and 
enjoyed high adventure. She had no equal when it came to 
tracking wildlife and to organizing the logistics of complex 
safaris. Yet she was not a tomboy. Her elegant wardrobe and a 
great stage presence frequently earned her the title of one of the 
best-dressed women in America. 

Martin and .Osa Johnson were acclaimed filmmakers, 
photographers an~ explorers. They were American heroes, who 
in the style of Richard Byrd, Frank Buck and Charles Lindberg 
brought the adventure and fascination of Africa and the South 
Pacific Islands into the homes of millions of Americans. 

The talk included slides highlighting the Johnsons' life 
work and featured a selection of the 3,000 photographs that 
survive from the two expeditions these famous filmrnaking 
explorers made to British North Borneo in 1920 and 1935. 
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Imbak Canyon Conservation Area: 
Sa bah 's Last Remaining 

Pristine Forest 

Waidi Sinun and Randall Quirk 

9 .June 2004 

T he Imbak Canyon Conservation Area, more than 30,000 
ha in area, is one of the last remaining pristine 
contiguous lowland rainforests in Sabah. Hemmed in on 

three sides by sandstone ridges, the area is situated in the district 
of Tongod in the heart of Sabah. Recently, Yayasan Sabah 
organised a two-week scientific expedition to the canyon. As 
well as sharing some of the experiences and findings of the 
expedition, the talk also discussed the management and 
potential of the area. 

Tengh1 Dan1k (Dr) Adlin with speakers Jimmy Omar (representing 
Waidi Simm and Randall Quirk after their talk on the Tmbak Canyon 
Conservation Area. 

Sabah Society President Dr Heng Aik Cheng thanking Dr Rudy Wenk 
for his talk 'Reminiscences about Eduard Wenk's Travels in Borneo, 
1936-1939' about the Borneo adventures of his father (who was the 
personality Winki in Agnes Keith's well-known book land below the 
Wind) illustrated with many of his father's photos. 
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